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57— % : The New York Times Jan. 19, 2013

R L Size of Blast and Number of Injuries Are Seen as Rare for a Rock From Space

K The meteor that exploded over Russia on Friday set off the largest explosion of its kind
in more than a century, at least according to Western scientists. And even more unusual
for a meteor, it caused numerous injuries, mostly from flying glass, as the shock wave

violently jolted the city of Chelyabinsk.

It hit on the same day that astronomers were watching another larger rock miss Earth

by just 17,200 miles, and experts scrambled to understand the two rare cosmic events.

Some initially speculated that Earth was passing through a swarm of asteroids, but the
Russian meteor came from the other direction. “There is no relation there,” said Paul
Chodas, a scientist with NASA’s Near Earth Object Program. “It seems like we’re in a
cosmic shooting gallery here. There were two very rare events happening on the same

day. Pure coincidence.”
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5|7 — % : The New York Times Feb. 15, 2013

R L Size of Blast and Number of Injuries Are Seen as Rare for a Rock From Space

K The meteor that exploded over Russia on Friday set off the largest explosion of its kind
in more than a century, at least according to Western scientists. And even more unusual
for a meteor, it caused numerous injuries, mostly from flying glass, as the shock wave

violently jolted the city of Chelyabinsk.

It hit on the same day that astronomers were watching another larger rock miss Earth

by just 17,200 miles, and experts scrambled to understand the two rare cosmic events.

Some initially speculated that Earth was passing through a swarm of asteroids, but the
Russian meteor came from the other direction. “There is no relation there,” said Paul
Chodas, a scientist with NASA’s Near Earth Object Program. “It seems like we’re in a
cosmic shooting gallery here. There were two very rare events happening on the same

day. Pure coincidence.”
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55 — & : The New York Times Mar. 7, 2013

HH L  New Sanctions on North Korea Pass in Unified U.N. Vote

K Ignoring threats of retaliation, the United Nations Security Council ordered new
economic sanctions against North Korea on Thursday for its third nuclear test last
month, unanimously approving a resolution that the United States negotiated with

China, the North’s greatest protector.

In an angry response, North Korea said Friday that it was nullifying all agreements of
nonaggression and denuclearization with South Korea and was cutting off the North-
South hot line. But beyond those steps, it was unclear how, if at all, North Korea’s

young and untested leader, Kim Jong-un, would react to the rebuke.
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57— % : The New York Times Apr. 24, 2013

AL 2U.S. Agencies Added Boston Bomb Suspect to Watch Lists

K Information about one of the suspects in the Boston Marathon bombings was entered
into two different government watch lists in 2011, but no action was taken after an
F.B.I. review concluded that he had no links to extremist groups, American officials

said Wednesday.

The picture emerging was of an American counterterrorism bureaucracy that stored
information on the suspect, Tamerlan Tsarnaev, but never found reason to investigate
after an initial review by the F.B.L., requested by the Russia government, found no

information that tied him to extremist groups.
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5lH 7 — % : The New York Times May 27, 2013

R L Japanese Politician Reframes Comments on Sex Slavery

K Seeking to quell an uproar over his recent comments suggesting that sexual slavery was
a necessary evil in Japan’s imperial past, a populist party leader said Monday that he had
not meant to justify wartime brothels or deny the women’s suffering at the hands of

Japanese soldiers.

But the politician, Toru Hashimoto, who is a co-leader of the opposition Japan
Restoration Association and the mayor of Osaka, Japan’s third-largest city, also argued
that Japan was being unfairly singled out for its use of so-called comfort women, and
that other nations needed to examine the mistreatment of women by their own militaries

before pointing the finger at Tokyo.
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5lH 5 — % : The New York Times Jun.11, 2013

HH L Surveillance: Snowden Doesn’t Rise to Traitor

For several top lawmakers in Washington, Edward Snowden committed the ultimate
X political crime when he revealed to the world just how broadly and easily the government
is collecting phone and Internet records. “He’s a traitor,” said John Boehner, the House
speaker. “It’s an act of treason,” said Senator Dianne Feinstein, the chairwoman of the

Intelligence Committee.

Among prosecutors and defense lawyers, there’s a name for that kind of hyperbole:
overcharging. Whatever his crimes ? and he clearly committed some ? Mr. Snowden did
not commit treason, though the people who have long kept the secrets he revealed are

now fulminating with rage.
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57 — % : The New York Times Jul. 19, 2013

HH L President Offers a Personal Take on Race in U.S.

K After days of angry protests and mounting public pressure, President Obama
summoned five of his closest advisers to the Oval Office on Thursday evening. It was
time, he told them, for him to speak to the nation about the Trayvon Martin verdict, and

he had a pretty good idea what he wanted to say.

For the next 15 minutes, according to a senior aide, Mr. Obama spoke without
interruption, laying out his message of why the not-guilty ruling had caused such pain
among African-Americans, particularly young black men accustomed to arousing the
kind of suspicion that led to the shooting death of Mr. Martin in a gated Florida
neighborhood.

On Friday, reading an unusually personal, handwritten statement, Mr. Obama summed

up his views with a single line: “Trayvon Martin could have been me 35 years ago.”
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57— % : The New York Times Aug. 28., 2013

R L Britain to Wait on Weapons Report Ahead of Syria Strikes

The prospect of an imminent Western military strike on Syrian government targets
X appeared to encounter a delay on Wednesday when Britain signaled it would first await
the findings of a United Nations inquiry into the suspected use of chemical weapons in
a mass killing near Damascus, and would then hold a separate parliamentary vote, which

could be days away.

Prime Minister David Cameron of Britain, who runs a coalition government, is facing
political difficulties from legislators mindful of the experience in Iraq, when assurances
from Prime Minister Tony Blair and President George W. Bush that Saddam Hussein

had weapons of mass destruction proved inaccurate and a false pretext for war.
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55 — % : The New York Times Sep.10, 2013

R L  Apple Unveils Faster iPhone, and a Cheaper One, Too

K That is why Apple is releasing two new iPhones this month instead of just one, including

a cheaper model aimed at less wealthy countries where new Apple phones have been

desired but are out of reach because of their price.

The lower-cost model, the iPhone 5C (the C for color) comes in a plastic case and has
the same features as the now-discontinued iPhone 5. The fancier model, the iPhone 58,
comes in aluminum and includes a faster processor and a fingerprint sensor for security,
among other features. The iPhone 5S costs $200 with a contract, and the iPhone 5C

costs $100 with a contract.
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5|5 — & : The Baltimore Sun October 23, 2013

R L Some thoughts on former Orioles RHP Koji Uehara and his role as Boston Red

Sox closer

K The Red Sox are a division rival. And, if you're an Orioles fan, you’ve probably built up

a dislike for that team in New England, especially since it started winning titles again

after a hiatus of eight-plus decades.
But if the Red Sox end up winning the Series, chances are the title-clinching game will
be a close one, since most of the games this postseason have been tight, low-scoring

affairs.

And if they're clinging to a tenuous lead in the ninth, you can expect closer Koji Uehara

to be on the mound, hoping to slam the door and celebrate a championship.

That would be a dilemma for Orioles fans: to root for or not to root for Koji?
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27— £ : The New York Times Nov. 12, 2013

R L Kennedy Is Sworn In as Japan Envoy, a Post Long Held by Political Notables

Caroline Kennedy, the daughter of John F. Kennedy and one of President Obama’s most

A3

prominent supporters, was sworn in Tuesday as the United States ambassador to Japan.
She will leave for Tokyo on Thursday.
Ms. Kennedy, 55, a lawyer and author, has been the director of numerous nonprofit
organizations. She also endorsed Mr. Obama’s candidacy in 2008 at a critical moment
in his Democratic primary contest.
She has no special expertise in Japan. But she has a close relationship with the White
House, as Secretary of State John Kerry mentioned during a reception on Tuesday night
for Ms. Kennedy at the residence here of the Japanese ambassador.
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|+ — £ : The New York Times Dec. 24, 2013

R L Activity Seen at North Korean Nuclear Plant

Satellite imagery suggests that North Korea may have begun producing fuel rods for its

recently restarted nuclear reactor, a United States-based research institute said in a
report published Tuesday.
The signs of new activity at North Korea’s main nuclear complex in Yongbyon, north of
Pyongyang, follow the country’s repeated assertions that it is strengthening its
capabilities to produce nuclear arms.
North Korea, which has conducted three nuclear tests since 2006, the most recent in
February, has used spent fuel rods from the reactor as a source for plutonium, a key
component for nuclear weapons.
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